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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free six months’ trial 
subscription. No obligation on your part 
or theirs. 


IN addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
February 27, 1954 


To help your children 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 

The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 

With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price 50 





Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 

Price $1.25 





New booklets 


The Coming of Jesus & Elijah and 
the Great Battle of Armageddon— 


revised and newly reprinted, is now 
available. It shows the future for this world 
as plainly set forth in the Bible. Mankind 
need not remain in ignorance as to the 
outcome of the present chaotic condition. 
The Creator has a plan. It is unfolding as 
revealed in His Word. Upon these pages 
you can read about it: the Kingdom to 
come, the King, His herald who will pro- 
claim His advent, the work to be done. It 
is all revealed. Vital facts that everyone 
should know. Size 6x 9, 64 pages. Price .15 


A Treatise on the Holy Spirit—a new- 
ly revised booklet containing Scriptural evi- 
dence on the subject of the Holy Spirit. It 
discusses the Apostolic period when the 
Church had the Holy Spirit Power, the 
period when it was withdrawn, and the 
time it shall again be restored. 

64 pages, Price 15 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE MeEGIpDO MEsSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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“THY KINGDOM COME” 


[' IS a remarkable fact that in this age of boasted Scrip- 
tural knowledge, theological training, and extensive 
preaching, we hear nothing at all about the truth 
in reference to the Kingdom of God as elaborated by the 
Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles. When mentioned at 
all, it is with a significance totally different from that 
which is set forth in the Scriptures of truth. As used by 
the clergy it means different things, just according as 
they have been theologically trained. Not one of them 
speaks of it as set forth in the Word of Jehovah, as the 
glorious and powerful manifestation of Divine authority 
on earth by the return of Jesus to earth, and associated 
with Him His “one hundred forty and four thousand” 
chosen ones as the divine rulers of the world in righteous- 
ness. These shall establish a righteous, eternal Kingdom 
on the earth in which the Yahweh of Israel shall be hon- 
ored and mankind made universally joyous and happy. 


The things which combine to constitute the Kingdom 
of God are never spoken of to the people or proclaimed 
by their ministers as in any way forming a part of that 
wondrous message from heaven heralded by Jesus and 
the Apostles and styled “the gospel of the kingdom” 
which men must believe in order to be saved. By contrast- 
ing the two teachings, it becomes obvious that there is a 
great departure and vital lack in the popular preaching 
of this twentieth century. How different from the apos- 
tolic teaching! 

The people have set before them—and are led to be- 
lieve—that they will be translated to heaven at death. 
This is set forth as the great object of a religious life 
and as the great burden of the Word of God. Such a faith 
and hope is utterly without foundation; it is a delusion; 
and can nowhere be found in the Scriptures. It has no 
part whatever in the ancient Gospel which Jesus and the 
Apostles proclaimed. 


Another popular error has its foundation in a misun- 
derstanding of the words of Jesus in Luke 17: 20, 21. 
Take particular notice how it reads: “And when he was 
demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
should come,”—it was the wicked Pharisees who asked 
Him the question. If the Kingdom could be in the heart, 
it certainly would not be in the heart of those Pharisees 
who were combating His teaching. Jesus answered: “The 
kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither 
shall they say, Lo here! or, lo, there! for, behold, the 
kingdom of God is within you.” 

The marginal reading is “among you.” instead of 
“within you.” The original word basileia, here translated 
“kingdom,” has for its definition: “A king, His Royal 
Majesty, alluding to His own presence in their midst.” 
Christ, the King of the future Kingdom was among 
them, in their midst. It is plainly qualified. An able He- 
brew and Greek scholar says this clause should be ren- 
dered, “The king is among you.” And still another ren- 
dering is: “God’s Royal Majesty is among you.” 


SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GoD 


In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus plainly set forth 
the same Kingdom which we have been bringing to your 
attention. He told His disciples: “But seek ye first the 


kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). 
Here our great Minister plainly informs us that the King- 
dom of God is something to be sought for, and not as the 
popular teachers of the day set forth, that it is something 
the hearers have already in their hearts. No! Neither 
did He teach that it was the Church to which one might 
happen to belong. But they were first to seek “the king- 
dom of God.” Here are His plain words; but we hear 
nothing like them in the popular religious teachings of 
the day. No such admonitions or commands ever fall from 
the lips of either minister or layman, with all their pre- 
tended zeal for the truth as proclaimed by Jesus. They 
fail to admonish to “seek first the kingdom of God,” or 
teach that there is such a thing as the Kingdom of God to 
be established on this earth, which shall be given to all 
who truthfully seek for it. In fact, these teachers are ig- 
norant of this God-given fact themselves. They have been 
turned away from the truth unto fables, consequently 
they give utterance and sound forth the same false hope 
in which they have been educated. 


They exhort their hearers to prepare for “mansions in 
the skies” or “beyond the skies,” to fit themselves for 
Heaven, and so on. Thus they proclaim their fictitious 
doctrines; while in all their teachings, either by word of 
mouth or through the press, they make no mention of 
the great fundamental truth relating to the Kingdom of 
God. By thus doing, they prove themselves ministers of 
darkness and error instead of ministers of truth and 
tight. Not only do they do this by their preaching, but 
they manifest the same darkness and error in their 
prayers, hymns, writings, and so forth. 


THE LORD SHALL CHOOSE JERUSALEM AGAIN 


Who ever heard a popular minister pray for the Lord 
to come and choose Jerusalem again, and establish it as 
the metropolis of the Kingdom of God? Do any of them 
teach that it is to be the center of wealth, honor, glory 
and happiness, from which are to issue righteous laws to 
all nations, and by the keeping of these laws great bless- 
ings are to flow like a river over the entire world? No! 
They are ignorant of the fact that all these promises shall 
be fulfilled; that every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
sing the praises of Jehovah; that all faces shall be lighted 
with a joy which far exceeds all that this world can give. 

Then no more give heed to the teachers of the day who 
incorporate sucherrors in their prayers; but listen to Jesus, 
the great Teacher sent from God, whose example we must 
follow and whose words we must echo, who told His dis- 
ciples to pray: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.” Stop and consider: it is not 
“take us at death up into thy kingdom.” No; nothing of 
the kind; but “Thy kingdom come.” Consequently, all who 
are truly enlightened, all who are the real disciples of 
Jesus, are not looking to be taken away from this earth 
to Heaven at death, or at any other time. But they are 
looking and longing for the Kingdom to come and for 
God’s will to be done on earth. 

No prayer like this ascends from the occupants of the 
churches or chapels of the entire world; although it is 
freely granted that the Prayer which the Lord taught 
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His disciples to pray is repeated as a mere form of de- 
votional service. They simply repeat these words parrot- 
like, but when left to frame their own petitions they 
never lisp a desire for the establishment of the Kingdom 
oi God on earth for the glorification of His own wonder- 
ful name, this being the only means set forth in the Word 
of God which can in any way rid the earth of its innumer- 
able evils and establish a system which will prove a bless- 
ing to all mankind. 

Verily, the ministers as well as laymen need to have 
the eyes of their understanding enlightened by being 
taught “the first principles of the oracles of God.” Their 
theological darkness is manifested not only in their 
preaching and prayers, but they also sound forth a mul- 
tiplicity of discords in their singing, which are only the 
embodiment of the error from which they spring. Their 
songs contain the real sentiments, faith and expectation, 
that they shall “kingdoms gain beyond the skies.” 


Can any such sentiment be found upon the pages of 
God’s Holy Book? Nay, verily. Listen with attentive ear 
to the song which the redeemed of earth shall sing, as 
recorded in Rev. 5:9, 10, “And they sung a new song, 
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us 
unto God by thy blood [word] out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto 
our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth.” Where does Jehovah say that all the redeemed 
shall reign? 


“THEY SHALL REIGN ON THE EARTH” 


Where do the ministers of the day tell their hearers 
they shall reign? “Beyond the bounds of time and space, 
the saints’ secure abode.” Which shall we accept and be- 
lieve; these songs of error sung with a gusto? or shall 
we sing with faith and hope the songs Jehovah has pre- 
scribed for us to sing? How can we sing of going to 
Heaven, or entertain such a faith and hope of reigning 
beyond the skies, when the Bible which we profess to 
believe and adore plainly tells us that all the redeemed 
are to “reign on the earth’? 

In the face of such a contrast between falsehood and 
error with the light of truth, it need be no wonder the 
Prophet of the Lord declared in Jer. 16:19, that when 
the redeemed ones realize the fruition of their hope, this 
wonderful prophecy shall meet its fulfillment: “O Lord, 
my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day 
of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the 
ends of the earth, and shal! say, Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no 
profit.” How true! What profit can there be in singing 
and believing a lie, or in cherishing a false hope? None 
at all. 

Still another song expresses the false hope: “In heav’n 
above, where all is love, there'll be no sorrow there.” 
Contrast this with the song Jehovah has commanded His 
people to sing, as recorded in Zech. 2: 10—13, “Sing and re- 
joice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell 
in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations 
shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and shall be my 
people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou 
shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 
And the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy 
land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be silent, O all 
flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised up out of his holy 
habitation.” 


What a contrast! instead of the faithful going up to 


Heaven to dwell with the Lord, He is coming down here 
to dwell with His people; not in Heaven but in the Holy 
Land, and is to choose Jerusalem as His capital city, for 
as we have before learned, it is to be “the city of the 
great King,” said Jesus in Matt. 5:35. What a unity 
there is in the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, and how 
at variance with them are the teachings, the songs, and 
the prayers of professed Christianity! 


By comparing carefully the foregoing, however lament- 
able it may be, we are driven to conclude that these pro- 
fessed Christian leaders are properly and rightfully rep- 
resented in Jer. 23: 26, 30—32, “How long shall this be 
in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they 
are prophets [or teachers] of the deceit of their own heart. 
. .. Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith 
the Lord, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. Be- 
hold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith 
the Lord, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by 
their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, 
nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit 
this people at all, saith the Lord.” 


After reading over the foregoing comparisons, the 
contrast is too obvious to be mistaken. But we know there 
are none so blind as those who will not see. It is also as 
He has declared: this people proclaiming lies have ears 
but hear not, and eyes but see not; so, in unison with this 
God-given declaration, we expect that the great masses 
of mankind will still stumble on in their Egyptian dark- 
ness and continue to follow their blind guides until both 
fall together into the ditch. Nevertheless, we trust that a 
few, now and then, will stop and consider the matter 
and manifest that they have eyes to see, by complying 
with the Apostolic injunction found in II. Cor. 6:17, 18, 
“Wherefore, come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty.” 


THEY SHALL ESCAPE THE COMING JUDGMENTS 


All who listen to the words of Jesus and keep His com- 
manaments, in conjunction with the rest of the commands 
of the Lord Almighty that are applicable to His people 
in this age, are promised an escape from the coming 
trouble that is soon to burst forth in such fury that all 
faces shall gather blackness, and men’s hearts fail them 
for fear of those things which are coming upon the earth. 
but how will it be with those who reject the word of our 
Lord? We are informed in Acts 3: 22, 23, “Moses truly 
said unto the fathers: A Prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him 
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto 
you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will 
not hear that Prophet, shall be destroyed from among 
the people.” This is a solemn statement, deserving of our 
earnest attention and candid consideration. It is a cer- 
tain decree of destruction against all who do not humbly 
and joyfully believe in the glad tidings of the future 
Kingdom of God as proclaimed by Jesus; hence fatal to 
those who pray to be taken up into heaven, into the king- 
dom, instead of praying as this Prophet has plainly 
taught and commanded: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

So long as Jesus remains in Heaven, the Kingdom of 
God cannot be established on the earth. The Apostle Peter 
makes this plain in his wonderful exhortation to the 
amazed multitude after the miraculous healing of the 
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man lame from birth. He said in verses 19—21, “Repent 
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you: whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.” 


The only hope is centered in Christ, the future de- 
liverer of the world, who is but waiting God’s own ap- 
pointed time for the acquisition of authority. He who is 
now at the Father’s right hand is to deliver this world 
from its terrible nightmare of misery, by setting up the 
kingdom of David which has been so long in tuins, and 
“choose Jerusalem again” as the “City of the great King” 
and to establish Himself as the future, eternal King of 
the world. He who endured the cross and despised the 
shame of a malefactor’s death, is coming to wear eter- 
nally the honor of a world-wide, universal crown. 


The coming of Christ will cause a terrific storm to 
burst upon this benighted world and rock it to and fro, 
causing it to shake and be convulsed from center to cir- 
cumference. Yet after this storm which is absolutely nec- 
essary to destroy and work off the impurity and wicked- 
ness of humanity accumulated through the centuries, 
bright will be the glory, calm and serene the heavens, 
sweet the eternal and peaceful repose that will settle upon 
its beautiful, evergreen hills. Such will be the glory and 
grandeur that will surround and attend Him “whose 
right it is” to take the throne of David and “reign over 
the house of Jacob forever.” 


How do you stand: are you hearing what Jesus, this 
great Prophet, said? Are you praying for the Kingdom 
to come? are you expecting to reign on the earth? If not, 
you may look for destruction from among the people, for 
God will be faithful to His decrees. We know that the 
masses of the religious world are not so much as taking 
a thought that such things will be, even though the Word 
states plainly that it is the glorious and joyous purpose 
of Jehovah to send Jesus to earth again to “build again 
the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down,” as we 
are told in Acts 15:16, 17, and He will build again the 


ruins thereof, and wili set it up as of old, “that the resi- 
due of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gen- 
tiles’ upon whom the name of God is called, “saith the 
Lord, who doeth all these things.” 


CHRIST’S KINGDOM SHALL STAND FOREVER 


This mighty Ruler will humble all the kings of the 
earth and compel the homage of the nations by establish- 
ing Himself as the universal King over all the earth 
(Zech. 14:9; Isa. 24: 21—23), and give power to His 
co-rulers as joint-heirs to reign with Him justly over 
the nations forevermore. When the Kingdom foretold by 
Jesus and the Prophets comes, it will overturn every 
power and rule of man. It will bring to naught every self- 
ish principle, and destroy every high, proud, arrogant 
and haughty look of man and place in their stead officers 
of peace, and exactors of righteousness (Isa. 60:17), 
who will not only seek the peace and good will of all, but 
will enforce just and righteous laws until all the world is 
brought into a state of unending peace and eternal hap- 
piness. This state of peace and tranquillity can never be 
brought about by the poor, feeble arm of man; nay verily! 
The Kingdom of God is to be used as the instrumentality 
in bringing about this glorious and happy result. It is 
the purpose of God to organize a real, literal Kingdom of 
His own which shall break in pieces all others, “and it 
shall stand forever” (Dan. 2:44). “The saints of the 
Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the king- 
dom, for ever, even for ever and ever” (Dan. 7:18), 
“whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do- 
minions shall serve and obey him” (Dan. 7:27). “The 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 
1:32, 33). This great King, Jesus Christ, together with 
His saints, shall reign over the earth made new, forever 
and ever. 

In that glad day the entire world will be consolidated 
into one grand commonwealth, ruled by a righteous King 
whose law shall go forth from Zion and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem, and the “golden threads of a well- 
established government” shall connect all the world with 
the “City of the great King.” 





WHEN AND WHERE SHALL THE FAITHFUL 
BE REWARDED? 


HE popular belief through the ages has been that at 

death man goes immediately to his reward or punish- 
ment, as the case may be. Those who believe that the in- 
dividual is conscious in the death state and, if faithful, 
goes at once to his reward, will usually refer to II. Cor. 
5:1, 2, in support of that theory: “For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” 

Take notice, it does not say eternally in the heavens; 
but the thought is that this part of the house is eternal, 
and it is in the heavens and shall remain there until 
Christ comes to bring the reward. Read carefully the next 
verse: “For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven.” It 
is plain that in place of our having to go to heaven in 
order to be clothed upon, immortality comes from heaven 
to us. In verse 4 it is more fully explained: “For we that 
are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for 
that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mor- 


tality might be swallowed up of life.” What must be swal- 
lowed up of life? Mortality. This poor, mortal state is 
the burden. We are now in this body of mortality and 
long to be clothed upon with immortality, that part of 
the house which is from heaven. When Christ returns 
He will reward the saints with immortality. 

Jesus taught that the reward shall be given at the 
resurrection of the dead. He said in Luke 14:14, “And 
thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: 
for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just.” He also said in Rev. 22:12, “And, behold, I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be.” The Apostle Paul taught 
just as Jesus taught, and he wrote in I. Thess. 4: 13—16, 
“T would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern- 
ing them that are asleep, ... For this we say unto you 
by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep [‘have no advantage over those 
who have fallen asleep’—Goodspeed]. For the Lord him- 
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self shall descend from heaven ... and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first.” 

Of what was it Paul did not want his brethren to be 
ignorant? That the dead in Christ were sleeping, and 
would not waken until the Resurrection Day when Christ 
shall come “the second time, unto salvation” (Hebrews 
9: 28). He also says in I. Cor. 15: 13, 20, 23, “But if there 
be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 
... But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept. ... Every man in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward they that 
are Christ’s at his coming.”’ What is the Apostle teaching 
here? That if the dead rise not, “then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished” (v. 18). He is show- 
ing that all hope of a future life depends upon a resur- 
rection from the dead. If the popular belief were true, 
that man goes at once to his reward or punishment, which 
ever it may be, could it be said that they had perished if 
there be no resurrection of the dead? No, indeed. 

When, then, shall the faithful gain the reward of im- 
mortality, eternal life? At the coming of Christ. And 
what must they do in order to inherit it? The answer is 
found in Romans 2: 6, 7, that God “will render to every 
man according to his deeds: to them who by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing seek for glory and honor and 
immortality, eternal lite.” If immortality were a natural 
and present possession of every human creature, how 
could he be said to seek for it? Could he seek for that 
which he already possessed? In I. John 2: 25 we read: 
“And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even 
eternal life.” How can God promise a man that which is 
already in his possession? Eternal life is not yet a posses- 
sion of mortals, but God has promised that Christ will 
come and bring immortality, eternal life, to all who seek 
for it by patient continuance in well doing. It will not be 
in possession until after they are rewarded at the Judg- 
ment seat of Christ. 

We are promised in Col. 3: 4, “When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory.” When He comes “the second time” He will im- 
part to all who have sought for it by keeping His com- 
mandments, the knowledge of how to perpetuate their 
existence forevermore. 

The Apostle Paul in his day had continually to combat 
the pagan belief in inherent immortality. He said to the 
so-called learned of that day gathered at Mars’ Hill, “Ye 
men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious.” He then proceeded to speak to them of the 
might and power of the Creator, as we read in Acts 17, 
beginning with verse 22; and in verse 31 he told them, 
“Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained, whereof he hath given assurance unto all 
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.” What 
was their reaction to his mention of the resurrection of 
the dead? “And when they heard of the resurrection of 
the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear 
thee again of this matter” (v. 32). Their mocking did not 
change God’s truth, and it did not silence Paul, for he 
said in Acts 24: 15, “There shall be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and the unjust,” and in verse 21, 
“Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question by you this day.” 


The basis of the physica] resurrection of the body is 
plainly stated in the Bible, and that is why we believe it. 
Furthermore, apart from a resurrection from the dead 
there is no hope for those who sleep in Jesus. The masses 
ignore the plain declaration of Scripture that God has 


promised eternal life to all who obey Him and prove 
themselves worthy of the precious boon. The Prophet 
Isaiah declared (26:19), “Thy dead men shall live, to- 
gether with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.” The faith- 
ful shall rise from death’s slumber, and they shall have a 
body, too. They shall be as real as was Lazarus when 
Jesus raised him from the dead. 


What comforting words did Jesus speak to comfort 
Martha and Mary when their brother died? Did He say, 
Do not mourn, your brother has gone to his reward and 
is happy in heaven above? No, indeed. He said, “Thy 
brother shall rise again,” plainly teaching that Lazarus 
was still in the tomb. Martha answered Him: “I know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day,” showing that she understood the truth of the death 
state, that they sleep until Christ shall call them from the 
tomb at the Resurrection Day. But in this case Christ was 
present and could say to Martha, “I am the resurrection, 
and the life.” He had power to say to the dead who had 
lain in the grave for four days, “Lazarus, come forth.” 
And we are told that “he that was dead came forth, bound 
hand and foot with graveclothes; and his face was bound 
about with a napkin.” Then said Jesus, “Loose him, and 
let him go.” This is an example of what the coming Res- 
urrection shall be. From the time he had ceased to 
breathe, Lazarus knew nothing, his thoughts had perished 
(Ps. 146: 4); but Jesus had knowledge of the law by 
means of which He could infuse life into the lifeless 
body and cause the heart again to beat and the brain to 
act. And that is what the Resurrection means: to build 
or cause to stand again. 


Jesus said in John 5: 25, 28, 29, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear 
shall live. ... Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the grave shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation” or destruction. When He said, 
“The hour is coming, and now is,” He had reference to 
the coming resurrection of Lazarus to mortal life. But a 
far greater work shall be performed when He comes the 
“second time” and all that are in the graves, all who cov- 
enanted to serve Him, both just and unjust, shall come 
forth to stand at the Judgment seat to be rewarded ac- 
cording to their works. 


Therefore we should pay earnest heed to the words 
of Psalm 37: 8—11, 29, “Cease from anger, and forsake 
wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. For evil 
doers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the Lord, 
they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and 
the wicked shall not be; yea, thou shalt diligently con- 
sider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall in- 
herit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abun- 
dance of peace. .. . The righteous shall inherit the land, 
and dwell therein for ever.” 





If there is righteousness in the heart, there will be 
beauty in the character. If there is beauty in the char- 
acter, there will be harmony in the home. If there is har- 
mony in the home, there will be order in the nation. When 
there is order in the nation, there will be peace in the 
world. —Sel. 
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REJOICE IN GOODNESS 


H that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 

and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men!” God’s goodness, how unfathomable, how sublime! 
It has been the contemplation of prophets and sages and 
holy men of old, becoming the very buttress of their souls. 
Yet with the multitudes the goodness of the Lord has 
been ignored or altogether unknown. 

When the Children of Israel fled from Egypt and wan- 
dered in the Wilderness on their journey to the promised 
land, they were persistent and accomplished grumblers. 
The petty hardships of the way, the scarce water, the un- 
accustomed food, and the novel dangers, obscured in their 
minds the real object of their journey, “the hope of the 
great heritage” that had been promised to them. 

They could ignore and ridicule the vision of Moses, 
their heroic leader, to whine about flesh pots and yearn 
for familiar evils from which they had escaped. Before 
they could be shaped into a nation of chosen people, they 
had to be taught to think about goodness, to turn their 
eyes away from the leeks and melons toward other ends 
more valuable and enduring. This proved a hard lesson 
for them to learn. 

Then to meet their further need of learning, Moses 
caused to be built and set up a movable place of worship 
called a tabernacle. He established an order of service, 
with priests to conduct it. Among the most important 
officers of the tabernacle were the chief musicians. Silver 
trumpets were made for them to use, not only to assemble 
the people for their forward marches but to sound over 
the worship at the altar in loud and joyous music. And 
thus were the people to be reminded daily that there were 
other matters for thought and conversation than the dust 
and dirt, the rationed food, and seemingly mysterious 
actions of their leaders. 

Years later, when David came into his kingdom, he con- 
tinued to improve the course of education by preparing 
large choirs of musicians, and writing many a soul- 
stirring psalm. When the Ark of the Lord was brought 
up to Jerusalem and placed in the Tabernacle, it was ac- 
companied by all the loud and jubilant music of which 
the people were capable, with harp and psaltery, trumpet, 
and cymbals of brass (I. Chron. 16: 31). Certain Levites 
were appointed to teach and lead the choirs, and daily in 
their courses it was their duty to thank and praise the 
Loru in song, while all the instruments played together 
with a loud noise. 

On that momentous day when the Ark was restored to 
its place, David first delivered a great psalm into the 
hands of the singers, as recorded in First Chronicles 16: 
8—36, “Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the people. Sing unto him, 
sing psalms unto him, ... let the heavens be glad, and let 
the earth rejoice: and let men say among the nations, 
The Lord reigneth. .. .” The purpose of this ceremony, 
this outward form, was to make impressions toward 
spiritual progress. However, as in former ages, only a 
few were impressed with God’s goodness. With the mul- 
titude naught but dull, hard, stolid literalism prevailed. 
The outward form inspired no inner reality. 

When Solomon succeeded to the throne, he likewise 
labored to intensify the people’s discernment and rever- 
ence for goodness by building a beautiful temple in which 
could be centralized their national and spiritual activities. 
Here again all observances of worship were made mani- 
fest by joy and jubilant music and loud song. At the great 


service of dedication, two hundred and eighty-eight sing- 
ers clothed in white linen, and one hundred and twenty 
priests, sounding in unison, thanked and praised God, 
“For he is good, his mercy endureth for ever.” Thus 
exalting the quality and invincibility of goodness, the 
king prayed in his great dedicatory prayer: “Let thy 
priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let 
thy saints rejoice in goodness” (II. Chron. 6: 41). 

Out of this long-established rule of gladness and cere- 
monial reverence arose a few quiet saints who took to 
heart and perceived the real meaning of formal worship, 
and it became to them “heart knowledge,” inward experi- 
ence of the beauty of holiness. Out of this true discern- 
ment arose psalms of adoration and prophetic visions of 
a new heaven and a new earth, and of the “few” upon 
whose foreheads the laws of God would be written. In 
these utterances vibrated joy and hope. Many in their 
day were set to music. Even in the darkest crises of their 
history, the Prophets exhorted the people to trust in 
goodness and believe in its ultimate victory. 

In the New Testament we find the same sense of joy 
continually expressed, as Paul reminded his young 
churches to “rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4), 
addressing one another “in psalms and hymns and spirit- 
ual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord” (Eph. 5: 20). Paul did not forget the reward 
that was promised, and rejoicing in hope was his most 
sacred song. It came from his profound convictions, 
growing out of his experience in service for God. 

In his effort he not only came out rejoicing himself, but 
was able to write to others: “I am persuaded that nei- 
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38, 39). Nothing seemed to 
dishearten him, whether imprisonment, beatings, ston- 
ings, shipwrecks, perils on land or in the sea, hunger and 
thirst, cold and nakedness, or the care of all the churches. 
He crowns it all with these words: “Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II. Cor. 4:17). 

And so, while rejoicing in goodness was Paul’s most 
sacred song, yet the attitude of the multitudes was un- 
changed: they clung persistently to the outward form of 
the law with its rites and ceremonies; of its deep, spirit- 
ual significance they had little or no conception. 


The Children of Israel had murmured against Moses, 
criticized, and rebelled, cried for the flesh pots, built a 
golden calf when he was out of sight. Yet he drew his 
strength from God and, rejoicing continually in hope, 
lifted a nation out of bondage. But few had the true re- 
joicing in the days of David and Solomon. Though they 
had meticulously observed the outward form of the law, 
yet there was little genuine heart rejoicing which the 
goodness of God should have inspired. 

In this day of surpassing wickedness, strife, and tur- 
moil, these “perilous times,” crime increasing alarming- 
ly, men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking 
after those things that are coming upon the earth, 
we still must be taught to rejoice in God’s goodness 
and discipline ourselves to seek to observe it, to meditate 
on it, no matter in what connection or under what dis- 
guises. We must still learn to thank and praise God under 
all conditions. 
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We are counselled to follow peace and holiness, take 
for our pattern the holy men of old—the Prophets, Apos- 
tles, and Jesus—and walk in all their ways, in mind, 
might and strength, with these testimonies, these com- 
mandments, dwelling in us. “Thy testimonies have I taken 
as a heritage for ever, for they are the rejoicing of my 
heart” (Ps. 119:111). We not only claim these testi- 
monies, they become our everlasting heritage as we re- 
joice in them under all circumstances. This is giving God 
a clear sounding-board of our lives, so that songs of 
praise for His goodness never cease to vibrate in our 
souls. 


Unless we are exceedingly careful, we shall find that 
we ourselves have slipped back into Egypt by allowing 
some evil thought to linger in our minds, or lust to con- 
ceive, or an evil motive to prompt us to action not fitting 
to one professing godliness. Peter wrote, “I stir up your 
pure minds by way of remembrance.” This warning ap- 
plies to the true Christian, “by way of reminder, to have 
you recollect the words spoken by the holy prophets be- 
forehand and the command given by your apostles from 
the Lord and Saviour” (II. Pet. 3:1, Moffatt), lest he 
forgets the gracious promises of God. 


God’s promises include glimpses of immortal beauty, 
foretastes of everlasting joy, and preludes to eternal 
hallelujahs. Oh, to be one of the few who have made them- 
selves worthy to sing that “new song”! For only the ran- 
somed shall sing it and be permitted to behold greater 
beauties than mortal eye hath seen, when “the desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the 
glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
and the excellency of our God” (Isaiah 35). 


In that gladsome time the blind shall see, the lame 
walk, and the dumb tongues sing for joy. “A highway 
shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way 
of holiness.” Nothing unclean shall pass over it; only the 
redeemed shall walk thereon. “And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 


It is certain that everyone whose heart is touched and 
caused to rejoice in the goodness of the Lord now, shall 
in the world to come participate in this glad new song of 
the redeemed which shall resound to the ends of the 
earth. 


Then, as the harps of gold produce a sweeter sound, 
the glorified throng shall bow before the throne of the 
Lamb, singing in humble adoration, “Thou . . . hast re- 
deemed us to God . . . out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” Then 
many angels, yea, even “ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands,” shall swell the mighty 
anthem, pealing forth in all their celestial majesty, ““Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, 
and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them,” will respond en masse, 
“Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever” (Rev. 5: 9—18). 

“Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid 
up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for 
them that trust in thee before the sons of men!” 


THE SUMMIT OUR GOAL 


| EAR the Pacific Ocean, on the shore of Japan, there 
i N is one of the most beautiful mountains in the world. 
From the beginning of history the people in the sur- 
rounding country have loved this mountain or rather 
worshiped it. They have been taught from childhood that 
they must make one trip up this mountain during their 
lifetime or their life has not been well lived, and that 
their soul will not rest in peace after death unless they 
have taken this journey. 

When I read about this beautiful, snow-capped moun- 
tain, my mind turned to the Mountain of His Holiness 
which we are endeavoring to climb. We know that our 
soul shall never rest in peace until we have reached the 
summit. 

There are only six weeks in the year during the sum- 
mer months in which it is safe to make the journey up 
Mt. Fuji, as the winds and storms are so furious it is 
impossible and unsafe to try to reach the summit at any 
other time. 

Our spiritual journey has no closed season; we must 
journey every day in all kinds of weather. It is when the 
storms beat the hardest and the winds of adversity al- 
most take us off our feet that we must press the harder, 
never once taking a backward step. 

There are about fifty thousand people who make this 
pilgrimage up Mt. Fuji each year during the six-week 
period. 

During the period of six thousand years in which pil- 
grims are climbing the Mountain of His Holiness there 
are one hundred million who start the long climb, but 
how few reach the top! 


If we had the faith of those people of Japan—that our 
sins would be forgiven and that we would forever rest 
in peace—we would let nothing daunt us or turn us from 
climbing steadily on. Lack of faith is one of the chief 
reasons why so many turn back after starting up the 
Mountain of Holiness. 

In order for those people to make this literal pilgrim- 
age, there is a preparation necessary. First, they are re- 
quired to bathe in very hot water for at least an hour. 
This is supposed to cleanse both the heart and the pores. 

Does not this sound like part of our preparation? All 
those who have trod the way before have gone through 
this part of the preparation. “Wash you, make you clean,” 
was the Prophet Isaiah’s admonition. The Prophet Jere- 
miah proclaimed, “O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from 
wickedness that thou mayest be saved.” “Purge me thor- 
oughly and I shall! be clean” was the plea from another 
pilgrim. 

Next in the preparation for the literal pilgrim is the 
purchase of a white robe, a string of sacred beads, to- 
gether with a necklace of little bells. New sandals and a 
staff are also a necessity. After these are procured and 
donned, the pilgrim is ready for the long and hard climb. 

Our climbing expedition also requires a white robe. 
Unlike these other pilgrims, we cannot go to the store and 
buy it; we have to make ours, a pure robe of character, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. This fine linen 
clean and white, the righteousness of saints, is the ap- 
parel of every true pilgrim. The testimonies of God must 
be as a chain around our neck as a constant reminder to 
us. The bells of prophecy are very essential to increase 
our faith. These bells are heard ringing all along our way, 
reminding us of the shortness of time in which we have 
to make the journey, and of the dire necessity of making 
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every step count lest we fall by the way and become 
weary in well doing. The staff of truth to lean upon when 
in distress and trial is a most important item of our 
equipment. Without the sandals of peace our feet would 
soon become bruised and injured on the rocks of doubt, 
making travel impossible. With the sandals of peace, we 
can tread the way with ease. 

The pilgrims who climb Mt. Fuji are required to learn 
a chant which is repeated every few moments. Their 
chant is: “May our five senses be pure and the weather 
on the honorable mountain fair.” 

Our chant must be: “Great and marvelous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, 
thou King of saints.” A very serious chant indeed is ours! 
We must learn to sing this song now, or we shall never be 
able to sing it when we reach the summit, when God’s 
judgments are in the land. 

The trail up Mt. Fuji is thirteen miles, and it takes 
some ten days to make the trip. We see young and old, 
middle-aged and youth, some almost being carried. The 
zigzag line of pilgrims can be seen far ahead. It matters 
not how tedious the trip if only they can reach the top. 
There are rest houses about every mile where the aged 
and weak may stop and rest over night. The tinkling 
bells and their chant can be heard making a musical pro- 
cession from the foot to the summit. The last thousand 
feet is through lava and snow, making travel indeed much 
more difficult; but nothing can turn these pilgrims from 
their course. 


When we start on our journey up the Mountain of His 
Holiness, the way seems delightful and easy; but as we 
ascend and the trials and temptations become more se- 
vere, it takes much more courage and perseverance to 
be able always to keep on the upward way. Never once 
can we stop and look back to the lowlands of sin. It takes 
much longer to make this climb than the climb up Mt. 
Fuji, but we have been promised we shall have time 
enough to reach the pinnacle if we do not linger by the 
way. The weak and sickly will need more help than the 
strong and robust, but all will need help before the peak 
is reached. As we near the end of the journey we see less 
and less pilgrims; many have become tired and turned 
back. 

The last four hundred feet up Mt. Fuji are very diffi- 
cult. The pilgrims are met by coolies who hold out a wide 
leather belt and who offer to pull them the rest of the 
way. Those who take advantage of this have the belt se- 
curely fastened around them and the coolies literally pull 
them the last lap of the journey. 

Those who refuse the aid struggle along finding the 
way indeed very difficult. At last the summit is reached 
and here they can rest till morning. There are shelters 
provided but sometimes there is not room for all, so some 
stay at the edge of the crater during the night waiting 
for the first streak of light to appear in the eastern sky. 

At the first appearance of light the priests blow trum- 
pets to awake the people that they may be ready to see 
the sun rise. 

Silent and awed, with bared heads, they gaze at the 
sublime picture of sunrise and bow their knees to wor- 
ship the Creator who has touched with glory the heaven 
and the earth. They beseech all the gods they know to 
accept their surrender to the divine powers. Their life- 
time wish has come to pass and they now feel that their 
sins have been forgiven. They return to their homes 
satisfied. 

With us the last mile of the way is the most difficult; it 
is near the top the hardest trials confront us, the most 


severe temptations will be encountered to test our faith 
and endurance. If we have added the necessary courage 
and perseverance along the way previously, we will find 
the last steep climb to the summit can be accomplished 
with greater ease. We will find of great help to us the ex- 
amples of those gone before; and our leaders stand ready 
with the life-belt of Truth to aid us when we stumble and 
fall, or when our strength seems exhausted. We will pro- 
gress much faster if we take the helping hand when it is 
held out to us, and their advice and guidance will spur 
us on to greater heights. Never once can we spurn their 
assistance, as they can see what is ahead of us better 
than we, for they have trod the way before. Humility is a 
great asset; we are so prone to think we do not need the 
help and assistance of others, and try to struggle on 
alone. If we take this attitude we shall find to our sor- 
row that we shall never reach our goal. Let us who have 
undertaken this journey take every opportunity to accept 
the help offered us that we may reach the goal on time. 
Then we can rest till the Sun of righteousness bursts 
forth in all His glory in the golden splendor of God’s 
eternal Day. 





ADD BROTHERLY KINDNESS... 


Those who are associated with individuals professing 
the true faith will understand the necessity of possessing 
brotherly kindness. This, as we all know, is not just some 
sentimental feeling we may have for certain persons. To 
possess this important virtue we must at all times show 
our brother a proper example so that he will not be 
caused to lose faith or stray from the narrow way because 
of some action or unthoughtful words on our part. Not 
only must we beware of doing wrong but must be on the 
watch to do right when the opportunity presents itself. 
This duty may be in the form of speaking a word of en- 
couragement or exhortation at a convenient moment. It 
may be that a warning is needed when someone is on 
dangerous ground. More than this, a rebuke may be nec- 
essary to someone that has not done right. These are but 
a few suggestions in which brotherly kindness may be 
manifested but there are many more. As one lives with 
others in the truth, opportunities for this virtue are al- 
ways open. 





OUR BROKEN WALLS 


Over a broken wayside wall, 
Ragged and rough and gray, 

There crept a tender and clinging vine, 
Tirelessly, day by day. 

At last its mantle of softest tint 
Covered each jagged seam. 

The straggling wall, half broken down, 

Became, with that leafy, tinted crown, 
Fair as an artist’s dream. 


Oh, for the kindness that clings and twines 
Over life’s broken wall, 

That blossoms above the scars of pain, 
Striving to hide them all! 

Oh, for the helpful ministering hands, 
Beneficent, willing feet, 

That spread rich mantles of tender thought 

Over life’s hard places, till Time has wrought 
Its healing—divine, complete. 

—Selected. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 12:35, “A good man out of 
the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth 
evil things.” 

Every man’s heart is a treasury, a collection of good or 
evil, or a certain percentage of both. As we pass through 
life we are continually encountered by new experiences 
and new situations. From these we receive impressions 
one way or the other, and one by one these incidents drop 
into our mental storehouse. Some impress us profoundly 
and we keep them fresh in our memory, others we forget. 

The effects of every good deed, every good thought, 
every good attitude we manifest continually is being 
formed into habit. It becomes a part of the good treasure, 
or “good store,” as Dr. Moffatt renders it. In times of 
crises or sudden testing, the words we utter, the deed we 
perform or the attitude we display, is the result of the 
good store within. Seeing we have been in the habit of 
doing, speaking, thinking good, we continue to do good in 
critical times. We thus become good by habit, and habit 
thus works for us. Goodness becomes a part of our make- 
up, it becomes second-nature to do the good, to say the 
right word, to take the proper attitude or to keep the 
right motive. 

In like manner if we habitually do evil, talk evil, think 
evil, our inner store becomes the evil treasure. As we 
have been accustomed to wrong doing, so now the evil 
habit will work against us. When we are put to the test 
the inner reserve of evil will manifest itself. 

When we realize how habit can work for or against us, 
we should be careful about storing our minds with good 
things. In one of her timely admonitions, the Rev. Maud 
Hembree exhorted her listeners that they should lay up 
lofty thoughts, patience, honesty of purpose, new aspira- 
tions, new desires, a godly character. 

If we are not diligent in this work and do not lay up a 
good store, if we are indifferent, or slow of heart to be- 
lieve and act, the opposition will certainly do its part and 
our store will be evil. 

If, because of indecision or unbelief, we procrastinate 
to adopt a proper course in life, we are heading for dan- 
ger. We shall wake up some day and see that we have a 
course in life, firmly established and settled; our mode of 
life will be one of doubt, cynicism, bitterness, and the like 
—the evil treasure. A way of life that is real and prac- 
tical must be one that we practice joyfully, and the more 
we practice it the more we will display the good things 
out of our good treasure, and the more it will encourage 
us to still better living. Whereas the more evil treasure 
we lay up, the more it manifests itself and moves us to 
more evil. It becomes a vicious circle. 

We hear much today from modern psychologists about 
the wonders of the subconscious mind, how that it is the 
residing place of the driving instincts or urges, and can 
work beneficently to our advantage. It is reported that 
75 percent of human action is controlled by the uncon- 
scious, and 25 percent by conscious thought. Whatever 
the proportions, we are dealing with a powerful force in 
our make-up. It would be well for us if we harness it to 
work for our good. 


We ought therefore to conduct ourselves wisely. An act 
once performed becomes easier to do the second time 


whether it be good or bad. Practice makes perfect; not 
just aimless, indecisive practice, but diligent, constant, 
persistent practice. Or as an instructor once stated, “Per- 
fect practice makes perfect.” We know that practicing a 
wrong habit will never perfect a good undertaking. Nor 
will studying fables bring us the knowledge of truth. 
This is indeed what Paul meant when he spoke of a class 
of men who were ever learning but never came to the 
knowledge of the truth. Hence, to lay up the “good store” 
we must practice the good things, study that which is 
truth. 

The Almighty requires that His people be pure in- 
wardly as well as outwardly. Good fruit proceeds from a 
pure heart. When a man’s inward life is corrupted, when 
his affections are set on earthly things, the actions pro- 
ceeding from thence certainly will also be corrupt. It is 
proof of the absence of inward strength. What words can 
express this thought better than the ones Jesus uttered 
in His Sermon on the Mount: “Even so every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit... . 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” 


We may often ask how much a man has done, but the 
principle from which he acts, the motive that impelled 
him to act, is rarely considered. We enquire whether he 
be courageous, rich, skillful, handsome, a good writer, a 
good singer, or a good laborer; but how poor in spirit he 
is, how patient, how meek, how spiritual, is seldom 
spoken of as things of greater worth. Naturally men re- 
spect the outward appearance of men, but God looks on 
the heart, the inner store. 

In the great and final Judgment when the Lord comes 
to reward His servants, the “hidden things of darkness” 
will be brought to light, and the “counsels of the heart” 
will be made manifest (I. Cor. 4:5). Knowing as Paul 
did the seriousness of our calling, we can perceive the 
reason for his earnest prayers and desires for his breth- 
ren, that they may be “strengthened with might by the 
Spirit in the inner man” (Eph. 3: 16). 

Each man’s inner store is a direct result of his choice 
of the wisdom by which he chooses to be governed. There 
is much learning in the world today, much of it is good in 
its field, but the wisdom of God greatly exceeds this. 
There is a great difference between the wisdom of a man 
devout and taught by the precepts of God, and the knowl- 
edge of a man learned in temporal affairs. One has a 
store of heavenly things, the other has but the earthly. 
The former has a treasure which moths and rust cannot 
spoil, nor can thieves steal it; the other’s possessions are 
subject to rust, decay, or to be stolen or outmoded by the 
rapidly changing values of this life. 

In view of the blessings the good store will eventually 
bring us (and truly we enjoy the hundredfold now if we 
possess it), we ought to be concerned above all else in 
laying up this good store. It should be our supreme am- 
bition, and our constant delight. Our inner store needs 
strengthening, while it needs also to be emptied of all 
useless care and anxiety, that we be not drawn away by 
various desires or of anything, whether insignificant or 
precious. All things in this world are not vile and mean, 
but because of higher obligations the Christian may not 
pause to enjoy them. With us it should be, giving up the 
good things for the better. 

May we have that heavenly wisdom to learn above all 
things to seek and to find God; to love Him and delight in 
His service; and to consider all other things as they really 
are, according as He declared them to be. 








February 27, 1954 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


We are pleased to have a fine letter from a young girl 
at Bright, Ont., Can. 

“Dear Sister F—: How are the people at Megiddo 
Mission Home? . . . Mother, Daddy, my brother and 
sisters and I are expecting to come down there for true 
Christmas, and Daddy is hoping to drive. 

“T thought up some ways of being better every day. 
So here they are: 

1. Love and obey your parents. 

2. Love your friends and neighbors. 

3. Be thankful for what you receive. 

4. Be helpful in all things. 

5. Do not pout but be cheerful. 

6. Do not say harsh words but pleasant ones. 
7. Do not hear nor look into ungodly things. 

“Yes, it surely will be a wonderful time when Jesus 
comes back to establish His Kingdom here on earth. But 
it will be a more joyous time if we are to be the dwellers, 
and be able to enjoy ourselves with all the wonderful 
things that the Lord hath prepared for them that love 
Him (I. Cor. 2:9). We surely enjoy learning the lovely 
lessons which we receive. I am on the last one I got. It 
is about John the Baptist. 

“We hope we'll be seeing you at Abib time. 

Your loving friend, E— B—.” 


Another young girl sends an excellent letter, from 
St. Joseph, Mo., to her grandmother, one of our members. 

“Dear Grandma: Thank you very much for your won- 
derful letter. I am trying to remember some of the good 
points you mentioned. . . . I am studying my Bible Les- 
sons about the Tree of Life and the River of Life. The 
general subject is Creation, and it explains about the real 
meaning of the first three chapters of Genesis. I learned 
that the Tree of Life is wisdom. The proof is found in 
Prov. 3:18, ‘She is a tree of life to them that lay hold 
upon her, and happy is every one that retaineth her.’ It 
also says in the preceding verses that wisdom can give 
length of days and riches and honor. If we find this wis- 
dom now and live it out in our everyday lives, we will 
enjoy manifold blessings now, plus the greater reward 
bestowed at Christ’s coming—that of eternal life. Truly, 
‘wisdom giveth life to them that have it’ (Eccl. 7:12). 
.. . Be sure to write when you have time. 

Your loving granddaughter, C— W—.” 


We were pleased to receive the following order from 
one whom we knew as a young lad, now at Haughton, La. 

“Dear Brethren: Please send THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
and the following pamphlets [complete set]... . I would 
like to correspond with one of the members of the Mis- 
sion. I am 21, have completed high school and am inter- 
ested in learning the true teaching and defense of the 
Bible. Sincerely, J— L. N—.” 


The sister at Orofino, Idaho, realizes the urgency of 
the hour. 

“Dear Sister: ... Yes, the most serious question with 
us should be: What are we doing with the precious time 
still extended to us from day to day by a kind and merci- 
ful God? Oh may we, while the ark of mercy is still open, 
use every moment and condition as it pleaseth our heav- 
enly Father, who knows what we need and who has called 
us to glory and virtue, that our endeavor may be found 
satisfactory by the Judge of the whole earth in that final 
Day of Account. ... We, living down in the closing hours 
of this dispensation and striving for a perfect character, 


cannot sleep as do others, but must awake to righteous- 
ness and sin not, for only a new creature will be accepted 
by God in that inspection day so nigh at hand. The bells 
of prophecy are ringing louder, louder, telling us plainly 
that our working time is rapidly drawing to a close. So 
let us accelerate our pace that we may attain the goal of 
perfection. Lovingly, Mrs. L— B—.” 


We are glad that our brother at Omak, Wash., is able 
to enjoy the monthly letters, and trust he continues to 
improve in health. 

“Dear Brother R—: There is much food for thought in 
your letter-of-the-month, ‘Remember Lot’s Wife.’ It is 
human nature to want to ‘look back.’ Sometimes we are 
inclined to think upon past mistakes and how we should 
have done differently than we did. All this is of no avail; 
the best we can do is to do as Paul says: ‘.. . forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.’ 

“We realize that it does require some effort, as you say, 
to write an encouraging and edifying letter of the month. 
We believe it is a worthwhile effort; for my part, I know 
I look forward to its coming and would be disappointed 
if it failed to arrive. I believe there are many of those 
‘scattered abroad’ who feel the same. It is a connecting 
link with the Fountain Head which brings us seasons of 
refreshing from time to time. R— S. B—.” 


A sister at Charlottesville, Va., replies to the monthly 
letter. 

“Dear Sister: I thank you for your letter, which was so 
encouraging and that brought so many good thoughts to 
our minds. While, as you say, many miles separate us, it 
is a great pleasure to have met each other, and it is such 
a pleasure and such a blessing to be with those that are 
in the light that I am continually thanking God day and 
night for such wonderful blessings; knowing, too, if we 
want God’s mercies that we will have to do something 
about it, we will have to do on our part. Yes, dear sister, 
as you warned in your letter, it takes a lot of courage in 
these sin-trying times; there is always something com- 
ing up that you have to watch. We can see more wicked- 
ness all around than we ever witnessed before . . . and, 
as we can see from fulfillment of prophecy, it brings us 
down to the end of the time of man’s rule, as we read 
in I. Peter 4: 7, ‘But the end of all things is at hand: be 
ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.’ 

“We all are looking forward to another anniversary of 
the birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. . . 

With Christian love, J— A. P—.” 


A brother at Carrollton, Ohio, answers the January 
letter-of-the-month. 

“Dear Brother: . . . The Christmas and New Year of 
the world is in the past and we can look forward soon to 
the real, true Christmas and New Year, which is not to 
be honored in the way the world does: the way people 
waste money and their time is so foolishly spent. As you 
say. ‘Many times our desires will lead into by-and-forbid- 
den paths, and we will have to fortify our power mightily 
to withstand the tempter’s charms.’ Yes, it is a job every 
minute; we must be on the alert that we do not cross the 
line. Each time we win, and do not give in when we are 
tempted, will help us more the next time when something 
similar comes up before us. It is a great fight we must 
wage, but we are promised a great reward if we will but 
fight to the finish. I will close for now, hoping you are 
well and growing stronger each day. 


Your brother, H— C. W—.” 





THE CHALLENGE OF LIFE 


Wherever mankind has been free to explore 

The depths of the riches that Truth holds in store— 
The beauty and grandeur; the glory and wealth 

Of infinite wisdom; the spiritual health 

The pages of Scripture reveal to the sight 

Of all who are seeking to know what is right— 
When viewing the blessings, the absence of strife, 
His soul has been stirred by the challenge of Life. 


The life we possess, with its threescore and ten 
Years of mortal existence, deserting us then, 
Is not counted living, as viewed by God’s sight, 
But truly is labeled, “A watch in the night.” 
But we find portrayed in the Scriptures of Truth 
A class who will bask in perpetual youth; 

For none shall grow weary, fainthearted, or old, 
In Zion, the City of God, we are told. 


The challenge has echoed full many a year, 

When one could be fouiid with a listening ear, 

Both ready and willing to enter the fight 

And work in the vineyard from morning till night. 

The call is still sounding, “Choose whom ye will serve!” 
If you would be Christ’s you must strain every nerve; 
But it is well worth every effort you spend, 

For Life everlasting He gives at the end. 


The challenge of Life counterbalances Death, 

If we obey Jesus, and do as He saith; 

For He has affirmed He possesses the keys 
That open the tomb, to afford us release. 

But we must prove worthy of living with Him, 
By never once letting our faith become dim. 
Instead, we must press on with vigor and zeal, 
And keep our light burning, a hope that is real. 


“He who would love life, and see many good days,” 
The challenge rings out, “must be voicing My praise; 
Refraining his tongue from all evil and guile; 
Coming out from the world that will only defile.” 
But when we consider eternity’s length, 
The joy of progressing from strength unto strength, 
Small wonder that some, who would flee from earth’s strife, 
Are gladly accepting the challenge of Life. — 

—L. L. S. 
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